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This past year has been 
an important marker in 
Camas history. 

In July 2006 the city cel- 
ebrated 100 years since its 
incorporation with a big 
party that included a com- 
munity picnic, VIP dinner, 
music, and fun for all. 
Greg Biffle Day was also 
celebrated during this 
time to honor the Camas 
native who is now a 
nationally recognized 
NASCAR driver. 

For many years Camas 
was known primarily for 
being the home to the 
paper mill. In the past 20 
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A century of change in Camas 


years, however, the city 
has grown in nearly 
every aspect — from 
business and industry to 
housing and schools, 

The city, which now 
has 15,820 residents, has 
experienced significant 
growth in recent years, 
and developers continue 
to buy up acreage with 
plans to build new 
homes. 

This growth is likely to 
continue for some time. 
As of fall 2006 the Clark 
County Commissioners 
are in the process of 
reviewing a request from 
the city of Camas to 
annex approximately 
1,200 acres on the north 
side of Lacamas Lake 
into the city’s urban 
growth boundary. If this 
annexation is approved, 
this area could eventual- 
ly be home to additional 
housing and jobs. 

Although at 900 
employees the Georgia- 
Pacific mill remains one 
of the city’s largest 
employers, companies 
such as WaferTech, 
Sharp, C-Tech and 
Underwriters 
Laboratories now dot the 
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peysee of the most recent open 
space purchases occurred in 
October 2006, when the cities of 
Camas and Washougal combined 
forces and $1.046 million in funds 
to acquire a parcel of property 
adjacent to Goot Park that is 
intended to be used for a future 
community center. The agreement 
between the two entities calls for 
an election in 2007 to have voters 
in Camas and Washougal deter- 
mine whether or not to form a 
Camas-Washougal Metropolitan 
Park District, to plan and con- 
struct a community center. 

With a Trails and Open Space 
Comprehensive Plan completed in 
2006, several other new parks are 
in the planning stages. 


City Government 
A strong mayor-council form of 
government, which, in addition to 
a mayor includes seven city council 


members elected by ward district, 
oversees Camas. 

The council is currently consid- 
ering revising its now existing six- 
ward system to become a three- 
ward system. This new configura- 
tion would have two councilper- 
sons representing each ward along 
with one at-large position. In the 
new make-up, current wards 1 and 
4 would combine to form Ward 1, 
wards 2 and 3 would combine to 
make Ward 2, and wards 5 and 6 
would combine to make Ward 3. 
Council is expected to officially 
vote on this issue in the coming 
year. 

The city’s elected leadership 
includes Mayor Paul Dennis who 
was voted into the seat in 
November 2003. Members of the 
council are Melissa Smith (Ward 
1), Linda Dietzman (Ward 2), 
Steve Hogan (Ward 3), Helen 
Gerde (Ward 4), Scott Higgins 
(Ward 5), Greg Anderson (Ward 6) | 


spot. 

Several of the business 
owners have joined 
together to offer a month- 
ly First Friday Art Walk 
event where attendees 
can view local art, find 
good shopping bargains, 
and enjoy the benefits of 
this revitalized downtown 
area. 

Some of this success can 
be attributed to the dedi- 
cated individuals who 
have been part of the 
Downtown Vision 
Coalition — a group of 
local residents and mer- 
chants whose charge is to 
oversee, facilitate and 
report on implementation 
of the Camas Downtown 
ra h 

the city has grown, 
officials have also Neca 
nized the need for open 
space and made an effort 
to purchase and designate 
portions of land as green 


space. Today, the city 
boasts 1,500 acres of pub- 
licly owned parks and 
open space areas and 


approximately 22.75 
miles of walking and bik- 
ing trails. 


There are more than a 
dozen local parks of all 
sizes including the 312- 
acre Lacamas Park — an 
open space donated to the 


city by Clark County. 
One of the most popular 
Open-space areas is 


Heritage Park, located on 
Northwest Lake Road, 
which was dedicated in 
October 2002. The 5.5- 
acre park features a boat 
launch, floating dock, 
parking, picnic tables, 
walking path and 
restrooms, The 3.5-mile 
Heritage Trail along 
Lacamas Lake also begins 
here. 


See Camas, page 7 


